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The Turning of 
the Green

 Clean, green and 
fun are on the brain for 
Earth Month. The Grants 
for Green’s annual Green 
Minds Festival is a fun-
for-the-family event that 
educates and entertains. 
Green Minds Festival will 
be held at E.C. Hafer Park 
in Edmond, Okla., on April 
13, 2013. This all-day event 
will be free 
for the 
public, but 
donations 
are 
welcome. 
In honor 
of Earth 
Month, 
sustainability and clean 
energy is the centerpiece 
for the festival. The festival 
also showcases the 
inventive work that the 
college students have 
been able to put into reality 
because of Grants for 
Green funding.

 Brynna Harris, 
president of Grants for 
Green, encourages people 
to come and experience 
the festival.
 “The more the 
merrier,” Harris said. “Getting 
the community green is part 
of our mission. The more 
minds that are exposed to 

a green and 
sustainable 
life the 
better!”
Venders 
including 
food, art 
and other 
businesses 
promoting 

green lifestyles are 
welcomed to get involved.  
 A concert during 
the event featuring family 
fun entertainers will be at 
8 p.m. Tickets are free for 
kids, $3.00 for students and 
seniors and $5.00 for adults.
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR
Nature doesn’t need money to grow but helping the future to be green does need 
money. Grant’s for Green has hit the $4 million mark in donating back to the community.

 My name is Brynna 
Harris. I am the founder of 
Grants for Green. I began this 
organization on my belief that 
with knowlegde and action 
we can create a better future 
for ourselves and the planet.
 We are humbled by 
how much support we have 
received by our community.
  I believe that Grants 
for Green’s goals now are 
not only to reach students in 
college but also to create life 
long learners.
 Grants for Green has provided 
more than $1 million in 
resources for public and

	 Grants	for	Green	is	a	nonprofit	
organization created to help you live a long 
green life. 
 It is educational based and funded 
in part by the Environmental Protection 
Agency, Devon Energy and donations from 
the public. 
 It provides grants for college students 
that innovate and create sustainable energy 
resources. 
 Its secondary purpose is to raise top-of-
mind awareness of good sustainable energy 
practices. It also provides educational 
material to teachers both K-12 and college.

For additional information contact:
Visit: grantsforgreen.org/greenminds
email: susy.luhu@okstate.edu 
or call: 405-501-2980

home schools.
 Each year the organization 
funds more college students 
who are working on sustainability 
projects. The selected students 
can recieve up to $50,000 
in funding through the grant 
project.
 Many of these projects 
have been adopted by 
companies  such as, Devon 
Energy, IBM, Chesapeake 
Energy and International Paper. 
 We hope to continue to 
provide the youth with ways to 
create a more sustainable world.

Being green minded is fairly simple, here are 
five	things	to	help	you	get	a	kick	start:
1. Watch the temperature in your home, 
most of the energy consumption comes 
from heating or cooling.
2. Buy a reusable water bottle and a 
low-pressure	water	filter.	Americans	use	
2,500,000 plastic bottles an hour, opt out of 
this trend.
3.	 Use	energy-efficient	lighting.	
Compact	florescent	light	bulbs	use	almost	
66 percent less energy than a normal light 
bulb.
4. Buy green energy saving appliances. 
They save between 10-50 percent more 
than standard models.
5. Recycle where you can. It’s not as 
hard as you might think, most cities provide 
recycling services. 

Getting In Gear
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Those Dam Sinks!
Recycled	plastics,	tiny	turbine	objects,	filters	

and stale potato chips are organized and 
cluttered on the desk of her small research 
room exactly how she likes it. 
 Jeanette Murray, a senior at Oklahoma 
State University, is 
changing the way water 
is wasted into energy. 
Jeanette, 21, has been 
working on creating 
dam-style water faucets 
since she was 16 years old, 
and thanks to the help 
from Grants for Green, it is 
finally	becoming	reality.	
 Jeanette got the 
idea from helping her 
mom wash dishes as a 
kid. Thanks to Jeanette’s determination, 
resourcefulness, and a little bit of grant 
money, her products are making great strides 
for a greener future and happier moms.
  “I’d like to think that everyone showers 
and washes their hands, even if it wastes 
water,” Jeanette said. “What I am attempting 
to do is change the water wasted into energy 
that is saved, with my Dam Green products.” 
 Jeanette’s Dam Green products 
include her Dam Green Sinks and Shower 
Heads. Her wish is to alleviate some 
of the problems that come with the 
average faucets. 
 “It takes both water and energy 
to power faucets, which equals money 
and wasted resources,” Jeanette 
said. “My mom is happy knowing that 
sooner or later she is going to save 
money by washing the dishes.” 
 Jeanette’s products use water 
turbines seen in a dam, and turns 
them	it	into	a	miniature	fixture	in	your	
faucets. 

 The faucet is connected to a 
generator under the sink or lifted shower, 
where the energy is stored and reused.  
Every time the water faucet is turned on, 
energy is created.
 “Estimates vary, but each person uses 

about 80-100 gallons of 
water per day,” according 
to the USGS Water Science 
School.
  Once Jeanette’s sink 
or faucet is put into place, 
those hundreds of gallons 
create a continuous cycle 
of renewable energy, even 
if the water is not reused. 
 “The Hoover Dam, one 
of the largest dams in the 
U.S., can power the homes 

of up to 1.3 million people,” Jeanette said. 
“If my Dam Green products can serve one 
family	efficiently,	then	I	will	be	as	happy	as	
Hoover!” 
Patrick Connery is also happy with 
Jeanette’s work. Connery, a grant writer 
and board member for Grants for Green, 
said the money is being well spent.
“Miss Murray’s ingenuity is quite impressive,” 
Connery said. 
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Did You Know?
•	 A typical family consumes 182 gallons of 

soda, 29 gallons of juice, 104 gallons of 
milk and 26 gallons of bottled water a 
year.

•	 It costs about $10 to run one 100-
watt light bulb all month. (If left on 
continuously)

•	 Americans use 25,000,000,000 Styrofoam 
coffee cups every year. (www.recycling-

•	 An	estimated	80,000,000		
 Hershey’s Kisses are wrapped  
 each day, using enough  
 aluminum foil to cover more  
 than 50 acres of space. That’s  
	 almost	40	football	fields.			
 (www.recycling-revolution. 
 com)

•	  Most of the waste goes   
	 to	landfills	where	it	is	left	to		
 decompose. On average, it  
 takes about 10-20 YEARS for a  
 plastic bag to decompose. 

 

Those Dam Sinks Continued...
 “I am glad that we are continuing to help 
her dream of the renewable sink come to life. It is 
sustainable minds like hers that Grants for Green 
loves to support.”
	 Grants	for	Green	is	a	nonprofit	
organization that provides grants for college 
students working on creating or innovating 
sustainable energy. It is funded-in-part by Devon 
Energy, but most contributions come from the 
community.  
 “With the money that I have received 
from Grants for Green, I am actually able to 
see my project take life and soon so will you,” 
Jeanette said. 
 Jeanette’s work will be featured at the 
upcoming Green Minds Festival, on April 13, 
2013, at E.C. Hafer Park in Edmond, Okla.
For more information about Jeanette Murray, or 
to	find	information	on	how	to	get	involved,	visit	
Grants for Green’s website at Grantsforgreen.
org.  


