
THOSE DAM SINKS 

Recycled plastics, tiny turbine objects, filters and stale potato chips are organized 

and cluttered on the desk of her small research room, which is how she likes her space.  

Jeanette Murray, a senior at Oklahoma State University, is changing the way 

wasted water can be turned into energy. Jeanette, 21, has been working on creating dam-

style water faucets since she was 16 years old, and thanks to the help from Grants for 

Green, it is finally becoming reality.  

Jeanette got the idea from helping her mom wash dishes as a kid. Thanks to 

Jeanette’s determination, resourcefulness, and a little bit of grant money, her products are 

making great strides for a greener future and happier moms. 

 “I’d like to think that everyone showers and washes their hands, even if it wastes 

water,” Jeanette said. “What I am attempting to do is change the water wasted into energy 

that is saved, with my Dam Green products.”  

 Jeanette’s Dam Green products include her Dam Green Sinks and Shower Heads. 

Her wish is to alleviate some of the problems that come with the average faucets.  

“It takes both water and energy to power faucets, which equals money and wasted 

resources,” Jeanette said. “My mom is happy knowing that sooner or later she is going to 

save money by washing the dishes.”  

Jeanette’s products use water turbines seen in a dam, and turns them it into a 

miniature fixture in your faucets. The faucet is connected to a generator under the sink or 

lifted shower, where the energy is stored and reused. Every time the water faucet is 

turned on, energy is created. 



“Estimates vary, but each person uses about 80-100 gallons of water per day,” 

according to the USGS Water Science School. 

  Once Jeanette’s sink or faucet is put into place, those hundreds of gallons create a 

continuous cycle of renewable energy, even if the water is not reused.  

“The Hoover Dam, one of the largest dams in the U.S., can power the homes of 

up to 1.3 million people,” Jeanette said. “If my Dam Green products can serve one family 

efficiently then I will be as happy as Hoover!”  

Patrick Connery is also happy with Jeanette’s work. Connery, a grant writer and 

board member for Grants for Green, said the money is being well spent. 

“Miss Murray’s ingenuity is quite impressive,” Connery said. “I am glad that we 

are continuing to help her dream of the renewable sink come to life. It is sustainable 

minds like hers that Grants for Green loves to support.” 

Grants for Green is a nonprofit organization that provides grants for college 

students working on creating or innovating sustainable energy. It is funded-in-part by 

Devon Energy, but most contributions come from the community.   

“With the money that I have received from Grants for Green, I am actually able to 

see my project take life and soon so will you,” Jeanette said.  

 Jeanette’s work will be featured at the upcoming Green Minds Festival, on 

April 13, 2013 at E.C. Hafer Park in Edmond, Okla. 



For more information about Jeanette Murray, or to find information on how to get 

involved with Grants for Green visit Grantsforgreen.org.   


